ANNOUNCEMENT 

AFTER THE PRESS CONFERENCE 
ORGANISED BY THE NATIONAL ELECTORAL COMMISSION ON 19 October 2007 AT 11.00 a.m. AT THE NEC’S HEADQUARTERS.

On 19 October 2007 at 11.00 a.m., a press conference was organised at the headquarters of the National Electoral Commission to present the information about the organisation of the Elections to the Sejm and Senate of the Republic of Poland.
The following members of the NEC participated in the conference:
NEC’s Chairman


Judge Ferdynand Rymarz,
Deputy Chairmen 


Judge Jan Kacprzak, 





Judge Stanisław Kosmal

NEC’s Members 


Judge Andrzej Kisielewicz,  
Judge Włodzimierz Ryms,  

NEC’s Secretary


Minister Kazimierz Wojciech Czaplicki, 
Head of the National Electoral Bureau 
And 
Deputy Director of the Legal and Election Organisation Team Romuald Drapiński. 
The NEC’s Chairman, Mr. Ferdynand Rymarz informed the press that the organisational work related to the elections has been completed while the tight and 15-day shorter election calendar has been fulfilled. At the present moment, the work on the organisation of the elections is still continued at the community level and in the local electoral commission and consists in delivering the registered elector lists and ballot cards to these commissions and decorating the polling stations. These are the activities that are traditionally performed on Friday and Saturday preceding the election Sunday. 
The NEC’s Chairman expressed the opinion that the election campaign was intense and emotional, however, in principle the Commission refrains from any political evaluation. The manner and form of election agitation are the exclusive responsibility of the election committees and as such is free of any censorship. 
While discussing the unequal treatment of election committees in the information and feature programmes of the public TV, Judge Ferdynand Rymarz stated that NEC has no authority to oversee these programmes and the sole authors of these programmes are TV broadcasting stations. Therefore, any complaints concerning lack of equality of treatment in the information and feature programmes, which is not required by the law, have been forwarded by the Commission to the Management Board of the Polish Television or the National Broadcasting Council as appropriate. 
The vote starts at 6.00 a.m. and shall continue through 8.00 p.m. in all polling stations.  The election silence prevails from midnight on Friday and shall continue until Sunday 8.00 p.m. ]During the election silence, there is an absolute ban on agitation and publishing of the results of the pre-election polls related to the parliamentary elections. The election silence, as Judge Ferdynand Rymarz emphasised, is also applicable to any publications on the internet.
Although the elections are held in Poland, there will be polling stations also abroad. The NEC’s Chairman said the number of polling stations abroad has been increased thanks to the cooperation with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and now amounts to 205. The additional polling stations were mainly organised in Great Britain, Ireland and other European countries and in the places where Polish soldiers are serving on the military missions, i.e. in Iraq and Aphganistan. According to the information presented by NEC, there are over thirty million five hundred thousand eligible voters in Poland while abroad there have been registered 175 thousand voters. For comparison, in the 2005 elections, the number of eligible voters amounted to 49 840. 
There are 6188 candidates for the deputy mandates. One average, there are 13 candidates per one mandate. The largest number of candidates has been registered in constituency no. 6 in Lublin, i.e. fifteen. In the elections to the senate, there are 385 candidates. On average, there are four candidates per one mandate. The largest number candidates per single mandate has been registered in constituency no. 17 in Siedlce, i.e. six.
Polish elections will be observed by the representatives of the r Needs Assessment Mission of the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe. The National Electoral Commission warmly welcomed this initiative. The NEC believes that the presence of the foreign observers will have advantageous influence on the course of the elections and will be an opportunity to present the independent and democratic Polish electoral authorities and the prevailing election procedures.
The Secretary of NEC, Head of the National Electoral Bureau, Minister Kazimierz Czaplicki advised the audience that in comparison with the initial budget the costs of organising the elections were reduced from PLN 88 mn to PLN 79 mn. This situation is the consequence of the reduced number of election committees and the size of the ballot cards.

Judge Ferdynand Rymarz advised the press of the schedule of conferences of the National Electoral Commission on the Election Day. The first press conference will be held on Sunday, 21 October 2007 at the NEC’s headquarters at 10.10 a.m. and will be devoted to the course of the voting.
The subsequent conference will be held at the following hours:
· At 12.10 p.m. - about the turnout and the course of the vote as at 10.30 a.m.
· At 6.10 p.m. - about the turnout and the course of the vote as at 4.30 p.m.
· At 8.30 p.m. - on the course of the vote.

After 8 p.m., the first unofficial results of the vote abroad will be announced, i.e. from the countries and continents where the vote will have been concluded by that time and the results will have been sent to the Regional Commission in Warsaw. 
After midnight, NEC expects that it will be possible to announce partial unofficial results of the vote. It is anticipated that that results will be announced as the data are sent electronically to the NEC’s headquarters. The subsequent announcements will be after the receipt of the data from 10%,  30% ,  60% and  90%  of the polling stations. 

The announcement of the official results of the Parliamentary Elections may be expected on Tuesday or Wednesday after the receipt of all reports from the regional electoral commissions. 

In conclusion, the NEC Chairman, Ferdynand Rymarz presented the statistical information concerning the electors, election committees and candidates in the elections to the Sejm and Senate of the Republic of Poland. 
I. Electors  

	Number of residents
	37 846 596

	Number of electors in individual constituencies countrywide 
	30 507 996

	Number of certificates confirming the voting rights issued 
	60 289

	Number of electors voting abroad 
	175 150

	
	Including:
	

	
	The largest number of electors:
	

	
	
	United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
	47 058

	
	
	United States of America 
	31 275

	
	
	Ireland
	21 069

	
	
	Federal Republic of Germany 
	16 550

	
	The lowest number of electors:
	

	
	
	Turkmenistan
	9


For comparison – in the 2005 Elections, the number of the voters eligible to vote abroad amounted to 49 840; 35 679 ballot cards were issued, which constitutes 71.59 %

II. Polling Stations 


	Type of Polling Station
	No. 
	Polling Stations with the Facilities for the Disabled 

	General
	23 900
	5124

	Hospitals
	737
	203

	Detention Centres and Remands 
	183
	2

	Social Welfare Units 
	444
	151

	Polling Stations Abroad
	205
	0

	Polling Stations on Polish Ships
	7
	-

	Total
	25 476
	5 480

	
	
	

	Total Number of Members of the Regional Electoral Commissions 
	368

	Total number of Members of the Local Electoral Commissions 
	201 294


III. Electoral Committees and Candidates 

A. Elections to the Sejm of the Republic of Poland 

1. Regional Lists – General Information 

	Number of the registered regional lists of the candidates for deputies 
	296

	Number of the registered regional lists of the candidates for deputies whose registration was denied 
	3

	
	Women’s Party Electoral Committee in the following constituencies:
4 - Bydgoszcz, 5 - Toruń, 41 – Szczecin
	

	Number of the registered regional lists of candidates for deputies, whose registration was cancelled: 
	2

	
	Patriotic Self-Defence Electoral Committee in constituency no. 7 - Chełm

	
	Pensioners’ Party Electoral Committee 
in constituency no. 26 – Gdynia


2. Electoral Committees, Number of the Registered Candidates, Number of Candidates 

	No.
	List No.
	Name of the Committee 
	Number of Candidates 
	Number of Regional Lists 

	1
	2
	Polish Labour Party Electoral Committee 
	660
	41

	2
	3
	Polish Family League Electoral Committee 
	904
	41

	3
	6
	Law and Justice Electoral Committee 
	918
	41

	4
	8
	Civic Platform of the Republic of Poland Electoral Committee 
	910
	41

	5
	10
	Polish Peasant Party Electoral Committee 
	920
	41

	6
	15
	Self-Defence of the Republic of Poland Electoral Committee 
	834
	41

	7
	19
	“German Minority” Electors’ Electoral Committee 
	21
	1

	8
	20
	The Left and the Democrats Coalition Electoral Committee SLD+SDPL+PD+UP
	889
	41

	9
	21
	Women’s Party Electoral Committee 
	109
	7

	10
	22
	Patriotic Self-Defence Electoral Committee 
	23
	1

	
	 
	Total
	6188
	296


3. Number of the Candidates Deleted from the Lists 


	Number of the Candidates Deleted from the Lists
	67

	Including:

	
	- candidates deleted prior to the printing of the ballot cards 
	59

	
	- candidates deleted after printing of the ballot cards
	8


4. Number of Candidates  per 1 Deputy Mandate 


	Average per 1 mandate
	13

	Including:

	The lowest number
	Constituency no. 1 – Legnica
	13

	The largest number
	Constituency no. 6 - Lublin
	15


B. Elections to the Senate of the Republic of Poland 

1. Electoral Committees – General Information

	Number of the Electoral Committees which registered candidates for senators
	29

	Number of the Electoral Committees which registered candidates for senator only in one constituency 
	16

	Number of the Electoral Committees which registered candidates for senators in more than one constituency 
	13

	
	Including:
	

	
	Number of the Electoral Committees which registered candidates for senators in all constituencies 
	2


2. Electoral Committees Broken Down by the Number of the Registered Candidates 

	No.
	Name of the Committee 
	Number of Candidates 
	Number of Constituencies 

	1
	Law and Justice Electoral Committee 
	87
	40

	2
	Civic Platform of the Republic of Poland Electoral Committee 
	85
	40

	3
	The Left and the Democrats Coalition Electoral Committee SLD+SDPL+PD+UP
	71
	39

	4
	Polish Peasant Party Electoral Committee 
	52
	35

	5
	Self-Defence of the Republic of Poland Electoral Committee 
	20
	19

	6
	Polish Family League Electoral Committee 
	16
	14

	7
	Real Policy Union Electoral Committee 
	14
	14

	8
	Marek Jurek’s Right-Wing Electors Electoral Committee 
	10
	9

	9
	National Rebirth of Poland Electoral Committee 
	4
	4

	10
	Patriotic Self-Defence Electoral Committee 
	2
	2

	11
	New Vision of Poland Electoral Committee 
	2
	2

	12
	Independent Poland Confederation – Patriotic Camp Electoral Committee 
	2
	2

	13
	Alliance for Poland Electoral Committee 
	2
	2

	14
	“German Minority” Electors’ Electoral Committee 
	3
	1

	15
	The Green 2004 Electoral Committee 
	1
	1

	16
	Rzewuski Zbigniew Jan "Peace and Development " Electors’ Electoral Committee 
	1
	1

	17
	Lasecki’s Electors’ Electoral Committee 
	1
	1

	18
	Jarosław Puścion "For Development and Co-operation" Electors’ Electoral Committee 
	1
	1

	19
	Dariusz Jedlina Electors’ Electoral Committee 
	1
	1

	20
	Cimoszewicz to the Senate Electoral Committee 
	1
	1

	21
	“Autonomy for the Upper Silesia” Electors’ Electoral Committee 
	1
	1

	22
	Polish Nation’s Defence Electoral Committee 
	1
	1

	23
	God-Honour-Fatherland Electors’ Electoral Committee 
	1
	1

	24
	Czesław Fiedorowicz Electors’ Electoral Committee 
	1
	1

	25
	Jacek Bąbka Electors’ Electoral Committee 
	1
	1

	26
	Konrad Głębocki’s Electors’ Electoral Committee 
	1
	1

	27
	Jan Krupa Independent Candidate for the Senator Electors’ Electoral Committee 
	1
	1

	28
	Ryszard Galla Electors’ Electoral Committee 
	1
	1

	29
	Electors Against Corruption Electoral Committee 
	1
	1

	 
	Total
	385
	40


3. Number of Candidates  per 1 senator mandate 

	Average per 1 mandate
	4

	Including:

	The lowest number
	In constituency no.  19 – Warszawa II
In constituency no.  28 – Gliwice
In constituency no.  38 – Poznań
	3

	The largest number
	In constituency no.  17 – Siedlce
	6


